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Country? Caechonlevakia 

Subject: The Present Political Situation in Csecherlovekia 
25X1 Date of Info: 

Evaluation: ara 


i. Lahment ent Composition of Soe Veeeeen. x wovexranen: ae ; 
present , the third since the liberation o: A 
was formed on 2 1546 Wy Deputy Kienent Go , following the An 
election on % Mey 1946 of the deputios to the [y 


Asseably and the election of Benes to the 
Representation in this Gevernsent is 
woken abtained ty ecah party in the sleytions, whlah were dered on 
wniversal suffrage and sesret beliot, It is a Government ef the Netiors) 
Front of Cuechs and Slovaks and is pledged te execute the progran of 
the Hationsl. Front in the spirit of the governmental program of Kostee. 
comment: eros was the seat of the governesnt before the 


Caech Conmunist Perty 93 38% (Csech and 
Slovak) 

Bational Sealeliet Party 55 16t 

People's Party 46 164 

Seoial Democrat Party 37 iat 

Slovekis ~- Parties 

Slovak Deucerat Party 43 14% 

Sievak Comnmist Party ra set above 

Liberty Party 3 1.5% 

Labor Party 2 is 
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President of the Couneil: Klenent Gottwald  (Cemmunist) 
Vieo Presidents: Deputy Petr Zenki (Mational Seoial ist) 


* Mgr. Jan Sranek (People's Party! 

* Jan Ureiny (Bemecrat) 

. Zéenek Fierlinger (Seeiel Demcorat) 

" Viliem Sireky (Commni at) 
Ministers: 
Foreign Affairs: Jan Masaryk — . (Hon-Farty) 
Rational Defense: Gen, Ludvik Sioie Won-Party) 
Foreign Comerce: Deputy  Rubert Ripka (Rettonal Seotatist) 
Interiors * Vaelev Nosek Communist) 
Finances * Jaromir Dolansky {Consunist) 
Rational Education: = Yaroslav Stranaky (National Secia! ne 

' sf Prekep Drtins Rational Yooial ist 

Information: a Vaelay Kepecky Communist 
Industry: * Bohust] Leusman (Seaiel Dencerst 
Agriculture: “ Joliue Durie (Slovak Cownmi st) 
Domestic Cennerce: . Antonin Zarhel eam hy 
Commnicantionar * Ivan Pieter ) 
Posta: ss Yrantisek Hels (People's Party) 
Public Health: - Adolf Prochaxka People's Perty) 
Supply: ® ¥aslay Majer Social Permcerat) 
Labor " Zdenek Nejediy Commmtist) 
Technical Affairs: Enginesr frm Kepeaky f o's Party) 
Unification: Deputy  Mikulas Franek Bemocrat) 
Secretaries of State: 
Foreign Affairs: Clenentia ae 
National Defense: Deputy Jan Liehmer Democrat ) 


In summary, there is a Vico President for each Party; the Chief of Severn 
ment is a Communist; there are six Goummist ministers; three Nations] 
Secialist ministers; three People's Party ministers; two Secial Denserst. 
ainisters; two Slovak Democrat winisters; and two non-party wini store. 
The letter two are sympathizers of the Social Demecrat Party. 


fhe sfronting this Gevermment. The principal tasks are to previde 
the country with a new censtitution and to assure the reconstruction ef the 
industries and resources damaged by the war. The question of Slovakia 
represents one of the difficult problexe before the Gevernnent, The 
present Governzent states that the Republic is the Rational State of the 
Cuechs and Slovaks and that enly the Czech and Slevak peoples have the 
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power to decide om public and state effairs. The governmental regran 
of Kesies hes been taken as a starting point fer de relation: 
ship between the Caechs and Slovaks, The new constitution wat (s) re- 


Ministers fer Slovak affairs. Their administration, as well as their 
legislation, 8 atfferent. A lew voted tn the Parlianent at Prague is 
not applicable Slevekia wiless supported by a sajerity of the 
Slovak tonoay experienced the 


r and 

Slevaks criticise the Cseehs fer lack of tnitistive and their tendeney 
toward a Waresucracy which plaees the keys of the Administration in 
their hands. ‘The fact that Slevakia is « eeuntry extnently Catholic 
where the clergy is powerful and the Commmists are in « ainerity 
(conditions which do not exist in Behenia-Meravin) has considerable 
influence on the preblen. The second prineipel task of the Goverment 
will be the feplenentation of the two-year economic plan decreed by 
the law of 25 Oetober 1946, ‘The Plan has as ite object the recon- 


war production, The industrial production will surpass by 10% the pre- 
war totel in spite of the expulaien of the and the dermens, 
Agricultural production mast reach the pre-war level by the end of 1948. 
The Plan promotes the industrialfsetion of Slovakia and to this end the 
machinery and equipment brought from Geraany have been sent to Slevakia, 
Everybody, eas of party or ideology, is ready te further this 
plan, and im Czechoslovakia much werk ie new being done. A forty-eight 
hour week is observed both in effices and in facteries, The wonen 
also have an important part in the work ef reconstruction. 


ihe Hew Conatitntion. ‘The new Constitution will assure equal rights 

for women, freeden of man and eitisen, freedom of conscience, of press, 
of speech, of assembly, of scientific research, the right to work, the 
right te « just eompensation for work perfarsed, the right toe training, 
to retirexent and rights in the event of incapacitation fer work, The 
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new Constitution mast guarantees that the power rests ultinately i: 

the people; it will take se a starting point the results of the 
atruggie against the occupation forces, aiways keeping in wind demo- 
aratie principles, Direct universal gaffrage, equality for 211, and 
secret ballot, with preperticnal representation in all] the representative 
bodies will be aseured br the Constitution, It wil! eliminate the 
bureaucratic character of the Adsinistration, end a system of national. 
regional and local committees will acoompliech a decentralization ent 
modernisation of the administrative mechinery. These nations! ces 
mittees set up in all the towns with representation of the different 
parties will be charged with the handling of matters designated te then. 
The Qenstitution will set ferth in ites articles the principles ineluied 
in the decrees for the nationalization of banking interests, mines, 
natural resources, sources of power, foundries, heavy industry en¢ key 
industriea. The Constitution must destroy the hopes ef those who sant. 
the economy now nationalised to return to the hands of the capitalists. 
The smell and medium enterprises will be pretected and security will be 
given for the honest acquisition ef physical and moral wealth by el]. 


Political Parties. There arw four Czech and four Slevak parties. 


Grech Parties 


a. Gommmist Ferty. This Party wee formed in the year 1920 as a group 
whieh ted from the Social Demecrat Party due to differanses 
among the mexbers favoring reforn end these favoring a revolutionary 
polley. By 1925, it hed considerable importanse, This inf! uense 
then deelined until the advent of the Munteh Pact (whiea it firaly 
opposed) efter which it was declared illegsl. Meny ef ita leaders 
had to emigrate te the USSR, Franes and England. Before the ver, 
it was the only truly Gsoehoslovak party insofar as « single 
organisation for the entire country is seneerned, The other perties 
were either Csech or Slevek parties with the exception of one which 
wes a German party. The Commainst Party was active in the Resistance 
and Liberation Nevements, aspectally in the Revolution of Yay 1945 
in Prague, which at the moment of tae liberation gave the Party the 
principe] keys of syndioalist-politicel pewer, The Communist Party 
han not directly attacked the Church and, during the elections, its 
speakers affirned that they ware not opposed te religious principles 
and sone of then stated thet they were Cetholics. In spite of the 
Communist control which oristed and still exists in Czechorovakis, 
no images er churches have been destroyed, ner has any person been 
molested for hie religious beliefs, Ewen the "ed Army mde no 
attacks ageinet the Church and reports are thet some of the svidiers 
attended the religious surviees, The most contradicatery of reports 
have been made concerning the Red Arey. While in « town such as 
fablevice (Moravia),[  __—=«_—sii@. ime seller in which a well had 


bean constructed to form a reom in which te House all the women 
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of the vieinity due to fear of the excesaes of the Red Ary, other 
yaports are heard that the eenduct of the Red Aray was ventlemeniy, 
nonsidering the cirounstances. The Gommmist Party controls the 
polies, part of the Aray, the Syndilcates, and has bound the other 
parties te form the National Front (directed by the Communists) fn 
acaordanse with the governnental progran ef Kesice. To date they 
heve wade no campaign to deprive the elergy of their customery 
paysents by the Stete, although it appears that, in past weeks, 2 
change of policy ia evolving with attaeks on religion in miters 
of edueation. The principel leaders of thia Party are: 


Klement Gottugid, Party head and Chief of the Geverment. Ha is 
aoneidered a very intelligent person and is thelr principal ‘igure 
of propaganda. He is fifty years of age and is wery active 
politiesily. 


Vaglay Kopecky, Minister of Information, He directs the Ministry 
with a partisan policy, both in publications and especially in 
radio. The other parties are asking freedom and equality in radio. 
The pepuler saying is "that the Ministry ef Information gives the 
least reliable infersation". Kopecky is reputed te be a fanatical 
Communiet and reports are that he immediately inforus the Pa~ty of 
every matter and interview, Hatred of the non-Commmnists is con- 
densed in hin, He is bald and about fifty years of age. 


Vaglov Nesek, Ceputy and Minister of Interior, 
Zdenek Neiediy, former Minister of National Bduestien anc now 


Vinieater of Laber. He has filled the cities and towns with posters 
axalting Labor. 


dntonin iapeseah, President of the Central Council of the revolution- 
ary Syndicates (U.R.0., sole syndicate of workers and Ivborers which 
had replaced the many former syndicates. It is contreiled by the 
Communtates,) Kis photograph appears in numerous buildings ard stores, 


Jaromir Dolansky, Party leeder in Parliament. 
Antonin Zmrbgl, President of the Central Union of Cecperatives. 


%, Reiman, former Secretary General of the Central Association of 
industries. 


Aneske Hedineva-fryrne, the first woman Deputy of the Party, 


‘te the above could be added the nases of Vilism Sircky, Vice President 
o* the Government, ani Viedivir Clenentis, Secretary of “tate ‘or 
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Foreign Affairs (Slovaks). ‘The advance of Communtem in Osechc- 
slovakia my be considered to be due te the fellowing reasons: 

the Munich Past and the regultant loss of confidence in the Yeaterr 
Powera; the effective participation of the Seseuniata in the Ts- 
sistance and Tiberation: the pre-Russian current because of the 
Iitheration of the country by the Soviet Aray; the iafluence of 

thet Army; the proximity to and a certain fear of the UPR; the 
achools of thought favoring dictatorial tendencies which elininate 
personal responsibility and produce automtic action; the greater 
dynanien of the Coemmists; and especially the existence of a 

large epportuniat group which since the end «of the war considers 
Communiam the means to rise and attain personal objectives, ‘+t 
seers that before the war there was a considerable munber of 
Communiat-syapathising intellectuals who prepared the way. 45 the 
ether parties become sore active, the Comnnists are leasing ground. 
Aceording to adherents of the other parties, in the next elections 
which normally will take place in May 1948, the Communists wii] lose 
votes, although the adherents of the Cemmmists believe that they 
will surpass the 32% ef vetes which they now heve and will resch 534 
which would put them in centrel of the dovernment. The Commrnisat 
Party hes a wide majority in Bohemia, especially in Prague, a 
veritable braneh of Meseow. Inu Voravia, Cathelie country, traditional, 
and with « osrtain sentiment for autoneny, it is the People's Party 
which is geining and has the majority of syxpathisers, The 
Communist press kas the greatest cireulation, takes advantage of 
all oecasions to take iasne with the United States and Great Pritais 
and eonsistently praises Russia. In all of ite manifestations, the 
Red flag is prefusely evident. The Guech people fe eminently a 
nationalist one, and in this sense, the Communtet Party is known ar 
the "seper-netionalies*® Party. this patrietie § 25xX1 
sentiment must be sincere, especially in these Commmists who have 
visited Fussia, who, in spite of praising thet country, apparently 
ara not in faver of the setheds empleyed there. 


b. Segial Democrat Party. Like the Commmist Party, it ie farxist; 
however, ite sethods are different. The forner favors revolution 
while the latter proposes evolution, Histerically, the Secial 
Democrat Party is the party which since its feunding in 187% sas 
worked for independence. Wasaryk delonged to it. During the 
European war, it was abolished by the Austrians. After the war 

of 1914-18, the Party participated in nuserous cealition governments, 
ee anti-commnist end anti-soviet, Thereafter its importance 
diminished, Its leaders were Dr. Kramar and Viestiail Tusar. 
Following the disaster of Munich, the so-called reactionary elerents 
were eliminated and the Party, with a progressive program, took 
active part in the Resistance and Liberation Movements, Its snti- 


mu 
a 


Approved For Release 2006/02/01 : CIA-RDP83-00415R000400020057-2 


a ee 


soviet attitude has been sbendoned completely so that it is con- 
sidered a Communist dependency; it aligns itself with the Communist 
Party in all discussions and problems. It appears, however, that 
the anti-commmiat payohelegy persiats aneng mexbers of a certein 
age, At present, it is beginning te separate itself fron the 
tutelage of the Cemmunist Party and to direct a strong carmel er 
against the Communist Party, a cempaign in which the truth is 
conspicuous by ite absence. Tt calumiates the Communists, when- 
ever possible, fer the purpose of alienating the working masnert. 
The principe] leaders of the Social Democrat Party are: 


Zdenek Fieylinger, a career diplomat, whe has never teken an anti- 
communist or antiesoviet pesition. He was the Chief of Government 
of the first two governments efter the Liberation. 


asman, Minister of Industry. 


Vaelay Hejer, former Miniater of Agriculture, at present Wintster of 
Supply. 


Vaglay Patsak, Deputy attached to the Ministry of Information. 

dirt Hejek, President of the Union of Osech Youth. 

The offieial organ of the Perty le “Frave Lidw", published in “rague. 
After Fierlinger's trip to London, 1t appears that the noderatior 


brought back by him has been conmuumicated to 411, This Party has 
ne counterpart in Slovakia. 


echoslovak National Los . This Party was founded in 1°°7 
by J.F. Klefac, among the Czech bourgeoisie, In spite of its “seche- 
slovak name, it is a Caech party only. It is not Marxist, its recir lise 
being a matter of sclidarity between the various peoples of tha Fe- 
publie and the different social classes, It is at present the 
Rightist perty, the reaction againat the Commmists, The two 
erties attack each other fiercely, This Party comprises some of 
the working masses, especially the small factery people and 
apecialized laber, and believes in the refera of the capital ist. 
ayetem. Its tendency resembles that of the French Readies] Ferty. 
Although thie Party did not figure ae such in the Resistance, wary 
of ite leaders and menbers participated as individuals, Tt is aise 
called “Benes' Party", although Benes at present is @ ner-perty man. 
The principal leeders ef the Party are: 


Jouka David, Minister end President of Parliament. 
Minister of Foreign Commerce, ons of the mewbers of 


e 
the Government enjoying greatest prestige. He is considered vary 
eonpetent in hia field. 
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Pyekep Driina, Minister of Justice. 


Paty Zepkl, Viee President of the Government, He is President of 
the Party and formerly was mayor of Prague. 


The official organ of the Party is "Svobodne Slovo", published in 
Prague. ; 


Gzeghoslovak People's Party. This 1s » Christian Democrat party, 
the majority of its leaders and members being of Catholic belief. 
Tt han always remained faithful to the Republie even in the sect 
trying days, and had twenty~two deputies in the last Parliament 
of the first Republic. Many of its members were setive in the Pe- 
sistance and Liberation Vovements and ite leader Mgr, Jan Srasek 
was the chief of the first Czech government in London, Maay oF 
ite wembers spent time in ths Nawi concentration camps. Tris 
Party is ef s somewhat anti-socialist, although new anti-social, 
tendency. The disappearance of the National femcorat Party, 
because of its collaboration, resulted in its menuberz Soa 

the National tocialist Party and the People's Party, (The fatione) 


Dencoret Party was the party of the industrialists, bourgeoisie, 
professers, ete,) At present, the People's Party say be characterised 
as having two tendencies: (1) somewhat reactionary and direete’ by 
laymen who try te concede ao minimum of secial benefits ani would 

Like to govern the country according te procedures of the pre-war 
period. In this tendency groups ef students participate actively, 


29X1 


matter of Slevakia, the Party aprears 14 
plans to extend the Party in thet country, although not at oresent. 
The People's Party wishes to strengthen its ties with the foreign 
parties of identical ideology ani especially with the W.R.P. It 

is the unanimous desire of all that the Farty should sign iumediately 
the Pact with France; they feel a special tie with Bidault because 
of his courageous attitede ageinet the Munich Pact. In view of the 
fact that the Cexmmist Party has tier with the other countrica, 
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that the Social Demcorat Party maintains reletions with the 

Labor Party, the Peeple's Party favors an interchange with 
Christian Democrat parties, however without joining the Christian 
International, due to the lack of saturity of certain novessnts 
of thet name, because ofdifferences which etill exist, and beacuse 
of the reaction whieh such an eetion would prevoke. They desire 
instead a practical collaboration for the soment. The Party 
eonteins no seetion of the working masees, It is weak in Boheris, 
its foeal point being in Moravia where Catholieism is strong. Ite 
electora are the peasant masses, In the face of extremist innovetions. 
the Party uses as a alogen the words of Maseryk “we wish to remir 
faithful te eur tradition”. The leaders believe that they wil! 
have # greater number of votes in the coming elections, its 
principal figures are: 


Wer, Jen Sramek, Party leader and Vico President ef the Government. 
He was anief of the firet government in London. He is considered 
to be a parson endowed with acute politiesl foresight ami with 
advanced social ideas. fe is quite old and cannot do a areat dea) 
of work, 


ik » Minister of Peats. Active and popular with 

the older elenenta of the Party, nevertheless he has mumerous snenias. 
He ia known by the nane “Red Priest". He haa en numeroun cove sions 
agsociated with the Communist band, In the question of nat‘onalization 
of banking interests, for example, he voted affirmatively in opposition 
to the Ministers of his Party, I+ appears that he is not on good 


terms with Adolf Prochaska, [7 25x 


He is aboot fifty years of age. 


» Professor, Minister ef Health, fie is the “igure of 
greatest prestige in the Party and is the idel of the youth elements, 
He represents the advanced wing of the Party and appears to be 2s 
very competent and serious person, His wife used te taka active 
part in pelitics and ws a Deputy whe was always supported oy the 
students, After the last elections, she was expelled fron the 
Party by Mgr, Sramek beoxuse she conducted a campaign exsessively 
to the extrene right, The Party does not mention the ineident, But 
the students meke statements asking that she return. 


Ur. Ive Dughaeek, Deputy, President of the Committees of Fereign 
hffaires of Parliament. He is the Party specialist on foreign 
probleme. He escaped from his ecuntry and lived in Frence anc 
England, He in acquainted with numerous teternational personalities 
and is decidedly anti-Franco. In the session of the UW in Londen, 
following the French delegation, he made a vigorous attaek ageinet 


Franee, proposing means for the reestablishnernt of democracy i> 
Snain, ee] Pashacek wished to dispel the belief 


+ %, a 
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thet the France cuestion was of interest only to the Gemmnists. 
Duchacek is merried to a French woman. He speake French snd 
English vary well. He is thirty-one years of age, 


3 ‘on Chodobe, Deputy. In the last Congress, he was elected 
president of the People's Party Youth. He favora Moravian autonony 
to a certain extent. ([— —~—~—=édiR@Ss iw ppr@dably not toe 25x11 
advanced in socvlel questions. Just ag Duchsaek ia an idol of the 
youth insofar as foreign affairs ere concerned, so Chudobe is their 
ideal in domestica questions. He believes thet his correspondence 
abread is intercepted by the Ministry of Information whieh ia in 
Communist hands, He played an important part in the electoral 
campaign, strongly attacking Marxian, He spoke repeatedly in 
industrial centers, In contrast to the Commmista who are veheneni 
in their reactions, Chudebe thinks and speaks quietly. Hie speclelty 
ia in questions of the new Constitution, He has recently written 
three articles in the weekly "“Obsory" (Herisons) directed by Tvo 
Cuehacek, dealing with the Basque problem. He has one work about. 
the Conde de Onate, ambasandor from Philiip TIT, who exercised « 
leng and fruitful influence in “aver of the Cuech people. He 
speaks “nglish, French, Spanish and German, He teek his doctor 

of Laws degree in Spain, through an interchanges of fellowships 
between the Spanish and Csech goveraments. Ye worked for three 
nontha in the archives of Simanceas, Re is from Yeravia, lives in 
frno, and each week spends two or three days in Prague. "e is 
about thirty-four years of age. 


Dr, Adolf Klimek, Secretary General of the Party. He is between 
fifty-five ani sixty years of age. 


Pavel Tigrid, director of the mgasina “Vyvoj" (Progress, Evelution). 
Ha is one of the intellectual ehiefs of the Party. He in a good 
speaker, He is about forty years of age and wears a beard. 


In another category we can elite the engineer Sigmee; Dr, Mileslav 
Yorima, President of the Zebalka students; Deputy Zull Vojanec, 

Viee Prealdent of the Syndicates; Edward Bauer, “ise President 

ef the Fereign Affairs Comittee of the Party; Jaromir Chalupsky 

of the Party Secretariat. The Party has its own student organisation, 
inoluded until recently in the Zational Union of Students and 
seperated from it in order to aveid Communist control. Fut on the 
side of the orthodox students are these who, while remaining faithful 
to the Party, differ in certain matters, and therefore have 
established special clubs, The nest important of these in Prague 

ia thea Kiub Lidenyeh Akademiku, whore leadere are Harry Follar, 

about twenty-two years of age and spesks German, Mnglish and French 
well, and Mises Alena Hromasove, who is about twenty years of aze 

and also speaks German, Suglish and french well, The students 
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take an agtive part in polities and many of them sre politictans 
firat and students second, 


Slovak Parties: 


a. Showek Communist Party. Sefore the war, there existed only one 
Communist Party for the entire Sepublic, In the year 1944, the 
Slovak Commmist Farty was formed, oither in a realistic maneuver 
in view of the autenomows character of the country, or believing 
that the collaboration of almost all the country with the Germans 
would make it the only Party and it could be included in the 5SR 
in the future. Disappointed with its amall nosber of votes in the 
alections, this Party taker advantage of all cocasions possible 
to point eat its collaborationiat and reactionary enemias, Yecentir 
4ts wenbers branded as colleborationista several Deputies of the 
Nemcerat Party, hoping to have them dispossessed of their cowers 
as Deputies, The leaders of the Party, whieh is only nominal l> 
Slovak sines the two Comeunist Parties form a single blec in 
Parliament, are: 


Viliem Sireky, one of the five Tice Presidents of the Government, 
Juliua Doris, Minister of Agriculture, 

Joge » Visdo Clementis, Gustay Bugak, end Lage Novesepaky. 
The officiel organ is "Pravda" (Truth), published in Bratislevs. 


b. Slevek Donog . Thies Party is direated by the Slevaks who, 


not of Merrit tendencies, participated in the Resistance and the 
Liberation, The majority of the members are Catholics, elthough 
there is also a number of protestant leaders who did not collaborate 
with the Geraans (as did many Catholics), Tt is decidedly a national 
Slovak party, Ite principal figures ere: 

Josef Lettrigh, President of the Slovak Hations! Council. 

Jan Ursiny, Vice President of the Severnment. 

Vavro Spobar, former “iniater of Finance. 

Tyan Pietor, Minister of Communications. 

Jan Iigtmer, Secretary of ‘tete for Rational Defense. 

Mikvlga frenek, Vinister of Unification. 


ec, Slovak Labor Party. [+t was founied in January 1946, in an effert to 
alienate clements from the Commnist Party, There was littie tine 


ee it.) a 
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Ter propaganda and it ebtained only twe demmty seats, Tt leaders 
ATS? 


ivan Derer,. former Minister of Justice. 
givas 


Gaplovie and Recke, very active in the eateration in tonden, 


ivan Friligke, an ex-Commini st. 


gLovak Liberty Party. This Party was also founded in an effort to 
attract mambers from the Commmist Party, tut in the epnosite sense, 
fer it is a denendency of the Commmist Party. Like the “lovak 
Lehor Carty, it hae littis lamortance and hea only three Derut les 
in Parliament, 


PIL OME. 


lath me tS st tO 
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